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WOVEN & KNOWN

Moses Series
Part 3 of 30 - The Palace and the Pit

A deeper study guide for Moses' double identity, Egyptian palace formation, Hebrew slavery, rejected deliverance,
kenosis, and the gift of the in-between.

Use this companion after reading the post. It is designed to move beyond the surface of the story into close reading,
cultural history, theology, critical thinking, self-examination, journaling, and prayer.

Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________
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How to Use This Guide
A slow-study companion for Moses: Part 3

Part 3 follows Moses in the tension between two worlds: the palace that educated him and the pit that
revealed his people's suffering. The article traces Egyptian royal formation, Hebrew slave labor,
Moses' divided identity, the killing of the Egyptian, the rejection by his own people, and the theology
of a deliverer formed through privilege, pain, failure, and exile.

This deeper guide is built like a small university-style tutorial. It asks you to observe the text carefully,
compare sources, wrestle with moral ambiguity, and reflect on what God does in seasons of divided
identity and premature action.

Learning objectives
• Read Exodus 2:10-15, Acts 7:20-29, and Hebrews 11:24-26 as interconnected interpretations of Moses'

early identity crisis.
• Understand why Egyptian education, scribal training, palace protocol, and theology matter for Moses'

later vocation.
• Explore the Hebrew slave world as organized oppression, not merely generic poverty.
• Evaluate Moses' killing of the Egyptian through multiple biblical lenses: justice, vengeance, premature

deliverance, solidarity, and failure.
• Trace the typological pattern of the rejected deliverer, from Moses to Jesus.
• Apply the devotional theme: the in-between is painful, but it may be a place of divine formation.

Before you begin
Read Exodus 2:10-15 aloud.

Read Acts 7:20-29 and Hebrews 11:24-26.

Mark every identity term: Egyptian, Hebrew, brother, ruler, judge, son.

Write one sentence: Where do I feel caught between worlds?
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Scripture Map
Primary and supporting passages

Passage Why it matters in this study

Exodus 2:10-15 The core narrative: Moses becomes Pharaoh's daughter's son, goes out to his brothers, kills the
Egyptian, is exposed, and flees.

Acts 7:20-29 Stephen interprets Moses as educated in Egyptian wisdom and rejected by the people he assumed
would recognize him as deliverer.

Hebrews 11:24-26 Moses' refusal of Egyptian identity is framed as an act of faith and a costly identification with the people
of God.

Exodus 5:6-19 Later brick quotas and straw crisis reveal the machinery of oppression Moses had seen from both sides.

Genesis 50:20 Joseph's providence principle: evil intent can be taken up into God's saving purpose.

Philippians 2:5-11 Christ's self-emptying provides a theological frame for Moses' chosen descent from palace privilege into
suffering solidarity.

John 1:11; Acts 7:35 The rejected deliverer pattern: the savior is refused by those he comes to save.

Core question
What does God form in the painful space between privilege and calling, identity and
belonging, passion and timing?
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The Big Idea: Two Worlds Inside One Man
Palace and pit, privilege and burden

Moses is not simply a prince who discovers injustice. Nor is he simply a Hebrew who happens to grow
up near power. He is formed by both worlds. The palace gives him language, literacy, administrative
imagination, diplomatic instincts, and knowledge of Egyptian religion. The pit gives him covenant
memory, kinship, pain, and moral urgency. The tension between them creates the crisis of Exodus 2.

The Palace World The Pit World

Legal son of Pharaoh's daughter; insider to Egyptian power. Hebrew blood; son of Amram and Jochebed; kinship with
enslaved workers.

Linen, gold, scribal training, court protocol, military formation. Mud bricks, quotas, forced labor, overseers' sticks, communal
survival.

Egyptian categories of order, kingship, deity, and empire. Patriarchal stories, covenant promises, Hebrew language, tribal
memory.

A world that could teach him how power works. A world that could teach him what power does to the vulnerable.

What we often miss
• Moses' palace formation is not wasted. God will later use the education Egypt provided.
• Moses' Hebrew identity is not erased. Jochebed's early formation becomes a buried seed that later breaks

through the palace veneer.
• The killing of the Egyptian is not a simple hero scene. It is morally charged, biblically interpreted from

several angles, and deeply human.
• Forty years in Midian is not God shelving Moses. It is the next stage of formation.
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Observation Worksheet: Exodus 2:10-15
Read before interpreting

Observation asks: What does the text actually say? Slow down before explaining or applying it.

1. What does Exodus 2:10 say changed about Moses' legal/social status?

2. When Moses grows up, where does he go, and whom does he identify as his people or brothers?

3. What does Moses see? List the actions and reactions in order.

4. What might be implied by Moses looking this way and that before striking the Egyptian? List at least two
possibilities.

5. What does Moses do after killing the Egyptian, and why does that matter?

6. What does the Hebrew man's question reveal about Moses' assumed role?

7. What does Pharaoh's reaction reveal about Moses' position in the palace?
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Interpretation Lab: Exodus, Acts, and Hebrews
Three lenses on the same moment

The Bible itself gives us multiple interpretive angles on Moses' early adult crisis. Exodus tells the story
with narrative restraint. Acts 7 highlights Moses' assumption that his people would recognize him as a
God-sent deliverer. Hebrews 11 highlights Moses' faith-filled refusal of palace identity.

Text What it emphasizes The interpretive tension

Exodus 2:11-15 Moses sees oppression, kills the
Egyptian, hides the body, is exposed,
and flees.

Was the act justice, vengeance, zeal, fear, or some mixture?

Acts 7:23-29 Moses defends the oppressed man
and assumes the Israelites will
understand his role.

A genuine deliverer can still act before the people or the moment
are ready.

Hebrews 11:24-26 Moses chooses suffering with God's
people over Egypt's treasures.

The identity choice can be faithful even when the immediate
action is flawed.

Critical reflection
1. Which text makes Moses look most heroic? Which makes him look most morally complicated?

2. How can Moses' identification with the oppressed be an act of faith, while his method may still need divine
correction?

3. What does this teach about zeal without formation?
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Deep Dive 1: The Palace as Formation
Egyptian education and the wisdom of Egypt

Acts 7:22 says Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. This should not be treated as a
throwaway line. Egypt was a literate, administrative, theological, and military civilization. To be
formed at court meant more than luxury; it meant being taught to think as an elite Egyptian.

Historical grounding: elite and royal children in ancient Egypt could receive education through tutors or schools
attached to temples and palaces. Scribes were crucial to government administration, temples, the palace, and
military structures. Egyptian educational texts such as The Satire of the Trades show handwriting practice and
moral instruction within scribal education.

Possible areas of Moses' palace formation
• Literacy: hieroglyphic and hieratic writing, record-keeping, letters, and formal documents.
• Mathematics and administration: measuring, counting, surveying, quotas, taxation, and logistics.
• Theology: Egyptian gods, ma'at, rituals, royal ideology, and the claim that Pharaoh sustains cosmic order.
• Diplomacy: court etiquette, negotiation, knowledge of foreign peoples, and how empire communicates

power.
• Military awareness: command structures, chariots, weaponry, borders, and the role of force in imperial

order.

Theological insight
God did not need Egypt to teach Moses truth. But God could use Egypt to prepare Moses' mind. Later, when Moses
confronts Pharaoh, receives law, records covenant, organizes a nation, and mediates between God and the people,
the skills of palace formation are not discarded. They are redeemed.

Journal: What part of your past training, job, schooling, or
difficult environment might God be able to redeem for His
purposes?
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Deep Dive 2: The Pit as Revelation
Seeing the machinery of oppression

The Hebrew slave quarter was not just a poor version of Egyptian life. It was life under organized
extraction. Exodus 5 later reveals quota systems, overseers, foremen, straw, mudbricks, punishment,
and production pressure. Moses' gaze in Exodus 2 is not sentimental. He sees burdens - the sevelot -
the weight of a system.

Historical grounding: Egyptian sources and tomb scenes give evidence for mudbrick production, labor organization,
and quotas. Papyrus Anastasi III refers to workers making their daily brick quota; other sources and images preserve
the connection between brickmaking, straw, and labor supervision.

Brickmaking as theology
The brick pits reveal the anti-creation logic of empire. Human beings made in the image of God are
reduced to units of production. Their bodies become fuel for someone else's monument. Exodus is not
only about leaving a location; it is about God judging a system that treats image-bearers as raw
material.

What Jochebed gave Moses before the palace took him
• Language: the sounds and categories of Hebrew identity.
• Story: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, covenant, promise, and waiting.
• Kinship: the knowledge that the enslaved people were not strangers but brothers.
• Moral imagination: a world where Pharaoh is not ultimate and the God of the fathers still remembers.

Reflection: What stories were placed into you before the world
tried to rename you?
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Deep Dive 3: Double Consciousness and
Divided Identity
Using a modern concept carefully

The article uses W.E.B. Du Bois' phrase double consciousness to illuminate Moses' experience. Du Bois
was writing about Black American identity under white-dominated social structures. Moses' context is
not the same. But the concept helps us name a real phenomenon: the pain of seeing oneself through
more than one world's eyes.

Use this comparison humbly. It is not a one-to-one equivalence. It is a lens that helps us ask: what happens when a
person's outward social world conflicts with their deepest belonging?

Identity layer Moses' experience Questions for us

Legal/social identity Son of Pharaoh's daughter, trained
inside power.

What labels has the world placed on me?

Blood/kinship identity Hebrew brother to those under the
overseer's stick.

Who are my people, and how do I know?

Spiritual identity Covenant memory preserved through
Jochebed's voice.

What story has God placed beneath the surface of my life?

Vocational identity Deliverer in seed form, not yet ready
for God's timing.

What calling might be present but not yet mature?

1. Where do you feel most divided between outward identity and inward conviction?

2. What parts of your identity are God-given, and what parts might be survival strategies?

3. How could your in-between place become a bridge instead of merely a wound?
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Deep Dive 4: The Killing of the Egyptian
Justice, vengeance, zeal, and timing

Many retellings flatten this moment into either heroic justice or sinful failure. Scripture is more
nuanced. Moses sees real oppression. His identification with the Hebrew victim is not wrong. Yet he
acts secretly, uses lethal force, hides the body, and must flee. The text invites moral wrestling.

Interpretive possibility Strength Caution

Righteous defense of the
oppressed

Acts 7 says Moses defended the
wronged man; Hebrews honors his
identity choice.

Defense of the oppressed does not automatically justify every
method.

Premature deliverance Moses senses his calling before the
people or timing are ready.

Premature does not mean unreal; it may mean unformed.

Vengeance or uncontrolled
zeal

The secrecy and burial in sand
suggest anxiety and possible guilt.

Do not erase Moses' real compassion or the Egyptian's real
violence.

A complex act of faith and
failure

Best accounts for the whole biblical
witness.

Complexity is harder to preach, but truer to the text.

Critical thinking prompt
Write a short argument for one interpretation of Moses' action, then write the strongest possible
objection to your own view.

My argument

The strongest objection
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Deep Dive 5: The Name Moses
An Egyptian name, a Hebrew pun, and redeemed identity

The name Moses / Moshe is one of the fascinating identity markers in the story. Exodus gives a
Hebrew explanation connected to being drawn out of water. Many scholars also note the similarity to
Egyptian name elements such as -mose / -mses, as in Thutmose or Ramesses, often associated with
birth or being born. The exact etymology is debated, but the theological point is rich either way.

If the name carries Egyptian echoes, Moses' very name may preserve his palace formation. If Exodus highlights the
Hebrew pun, then the narrator is showing that God can take a name given in Egypt and make it speak Israel's
salvation. The drawn-out one becomes the one through whom Israel is drawn out.

Layer Meaning for Moses

Egyptian context A name that may sound at home in a palace world of theophoric royal names.

Hebrew narrative pun Moshe is linked with mashah, to draw out.

Theological redemption A name shaped by Egypt becomes a sign of deliverance from Egypt.

Personal application God can redeem names, labels, histories, and identities that once felt compromised.

1. What name, label, or identity have you carried that God might be redeeming?

2. How does Moses' name hold together his hidden past and future calling?

3. Where else in Scripture does God rename, reinterpret, or redeem a person's identity?



wovenandknown.com  |  Moses: A 30-Part Devotional & Deep Dive  |  Page 12

Theological Depths: Kenosis and Chosen
Descent
Moses as a shadow of Christ

Hebrews 11 says Moses refused the identity of Pharaoh's daughter's son and chose mistreatment with
the people of God. Philippians 2 says Christ emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant. Moses is
not Jesus. But Moses trains our imagination to recognize a pattern: the deliverer descends from
privilege to identify with the oppressed.

Kenosis means self-emptying. In Christian theology, it refers especially to Christ's humility in the incarnation. Moses
gives us a partial, creaturely shadow of this movement: he relinquishes the treasures of Egypt and identifies with
those at the bottom of the system.

Moses Jesus

Raised with palace privilege. Existed in divine glory.

Chooses identification with enslaved Israel. Takes the form of a servant and enters human weakness.

Rejected by his own people at first. Came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.

Goes into wilderness before public deliverance. Goes into wilderness before public ministry.

Mediates covenant at Sinai. Mediates the new covenant through His blood.

Important guardrail
Typology is not the same as allegory. We do not force every detail to match Jesus. We notice Spirit-shaped patterns
the New Testament itself encourages us to see: deliverer, rejection, wilderness, mediation, covenant, and rescue.
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The Timing Problem: Why God Waited
Midian as surgery, not shelving

If Moses is the chosen deliverer, why does God allow the crisis to end in flight rather than immediate
liberation? Part of the answer is formation. The Moses of Exodus 2 has courage, identity, anger, and
training. But he still acts from personal force and hidden violence. The Moses of Exodus 3 will be
emptied enough to ask, Who am I? and to hear, I will be with you.

Forty years in Midian is not wasted time. It is the dismantling of self-reliance, the quieting of
palace instincts, and the making of a shepherd. Egypt taught Moses how power works. Midian
will teach him how weakness works. God will use both.

1. Where have you mistaken delay for dismissal?

2. What part of you might God be unlearning before He entrusts you with the next thing?

3. How might your wilderness be more like a school than a punishment?
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Critical Thinking Lab
Historical claims, theological claims, and responsible study

A deep study guide should help readers distinguish between different kinds of claims. Some
statements are directly in the biblical text. Some are historically plausible reconstructions. Some are
devotional or theological interpretations. Mature Bible study learns to value all three while keeping
them distinct.

Claim type Example from Part 3 How to handle it

Textual claim Exodus says Moses went out to his
brothers and saw their burdens.

Treat as primary. Ask what the wording does in context.

Historical reconstruction Moses may have received elite
Egyptian scribal or court education.

Assess plausibility using ancient sources; avoid overstating
certainty.

Theological
interpretation

God used Egypt's palace to prepare
the man who would confront Egypt.

Ask whether it coheres with Scripture's broader theology of
providence.

Devotional application Your in-between is not wasted. Let it be pastorally useful, but keep it tethered to the text.

Research skill practice
1. Choose one historical claim in the post. What evidence would strengthen it? What evidence would weaken

it?

2. Choose one theological claim. Which Scripture passages support it? Which passages might complicate it?

3. What is the difference between saying, Moses certainly attended the kap, and saying, Moses' Acts 7
education is historically plausible within Egypt's elite schooling systems?
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Guided Journaling: The Gift of the In-Between
Let the text examine your own divided places

Moses' in-between was lonely, but it gave him sight. He could understand the palace because he had
lived inside it, and he could understand the pit because it was his people's pain. God may be using
your own in-between places to form compassion, discernment, and courage.

1. Name the two worlds you feel caught between right now. What does each world give you? What does each
world cost you?

2. Where have you enjoyed privilege while also feeling loyalty to people who are suffering? How might God
be asking you to use your position?

3. Where have you acted too quickly out of pain, anger, or urgency? What did that reveal about your heart?

4. What would it look like to wait for God's timing without becoming passive or numb?

5. Write a prayer asking God to redeem both your palace training and your pit burden.
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Spiritual Practice: Naming Your Two Worlds
A prayerful exercise

Set aside ten quiet minutes. Draw a line down the middle of a page. On one side write Palace. On the
other write Pit. These do not need to be literal. They represent the places of privilege, competence,
comfort, and training - and the places of pain, burden, kinship, and holy ache.

Under Palace, list what God has given you through education, work, experience, family, position,
resources, or access. Under Pit, list the burdens you cannot unsee: people, places, injustices, losses, or
callings that pull at your heart.

Then write this sentence:
Lord, show me how to use what the palace gave me without forgetting whom the pit taught me
to love.

My Palace / My Pit notes
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Group Discussion Guide
For small groups, Bible studies, or online community

Opening question
Have you ever felt like you belonged to two worlds at once? Share only what you feel comfortable
sharing.

Read aloud
Exodus 2:10-15, Acts 7:23-29, Hebrews 11:24-26.

Discussion questions
1. What details in Exodus 2 show that Moses has begun to identify with the Hebrews?
2. Do you think Moses' killing of the Egyptian was right, wrong, or mixed? Why?
3. Why do you think the Hebrew man's question - Who made you a prince and a judge? - matters so much in

the biblical story?
4. How does Hebrews 11 reframe Moses' identity choice?
5. What does the palace teach Moses that the pit could not? What does the pit teach Moses that the palace

would not?
6. Where do you see the pattern of Jesus in this section of Moses' life?

Closing practice
Each person completes this sentence quietly: God, I feel in-between when... Then pray for one another with the
phrase: Lord, do not waste this in-between.
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University-Style Essay Prompts
For deeper readers and writers

Choose one prompt and write 600-1000 words. Use Scripture, historical context, and theological
reasoning.

1. Evaluate the moral complexity of Moses' killing of the Egyptian using Exodus 2, Acts 7, and Hebrews 11.
How do these texts together prevent a simplistic reading?

2. Discuss how Moses' Egyptian education could be understood as part of God's providential preparation
without romanticizing Egypt's oppressive system.

3. Explore Moses as a type of Christ in Part 3. Which parallels are biblically strong, and where should
interpreters be cautious?

4. Analyze the theme of double identity in Moses' early life. How does his divided formation become both a
wound and a vocation?

Essay outline / thesis notes
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Self-Quiz
Check your understanding

1. According to Acts 7:22, Moses was instructed in what?
• A. All the wisdom of the Egyptians
• B. Only Hebrew oral tradition
• C. Babylonian astrology
• D. Greek philosophy

2. In Exodus 2:11, Moses goes out to whom?
• A. His brothers / his people
• B. Egyptian priests
• C. Midianite shepherds
• D. Canaanite merchants

3. What later passage describes Pharaoh worsening labor by removing straw while keeping quotas?
• A. Exodus 5
• B. Genesis 12
• C. Numbers 22
• D. Joshua 2

4. Hebrews 11 frames Moses' refusal of Egyptian privilege as what?
• A. An act of faith
• B. A political accident
• C. A military promotion
• D. A priestly ritual

5. The term kenosis is most closely associated with what theological idea?
• A. Self-emptying
• B. Temple construction
• C. Royal taxation
• D. Genealogy

6. Which New Testament chapter contains Stephen's speech about Moses?
• A. Acts 7
• B. Romans 8
• C. John 21
• D. Revelation 12

7. The name Moses is associated in Exodus with what idea?
• A. Being drawn out of water
• B. Being crowned king
• C. Being born in Midian
• D. Being a priest of Ra

8. What is one central lesson of Moses' in-between identity?
• A. God can use divided places as formation
• B. God only uses simple identities
• C. Palace training ruins all calling
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• D. The pit teaches nothing

9. What question exposes Moses' rejection by a fellow Hebrew?
• A. Who made you a prince and a judge over us?
• B. Where is your offering?
• C. Why did you leave Midian?
• D. Are you the son of Joseph?

10. In the guide, Midian is described primarily as what?
• A. A school of formation, not a dead end
• B. A royal vacation
• C. A punishment outside God's plan
• D. A place Moses never visits
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Answer Key and Teaching Notes
Use after completing the quiz

Questio
n

Answer Teaching note

1 A Acts emphasizes that Moses' palace formation was deep and comprehensive.

2 A The phrase brothers signals identity, kinship, and chosen belonging.

3 A Exodus 5 reveals organized oppression through quotas, straw, overseers, and beatings.

4 A Hebrews sees Moses' identity choice as faith, even though his story is morally complex.

5 A Kenosis means self-emptying and helps frame Moses' chosen descent as a shadow of Christ.

6 A Stephen uses Moses to expose the repeated rejection of God-sent deliverers.

7 A Exodus gives a Hebrew explanation connected to drawing out, while Egyptian echoes remain debated.

8 A The in-between can wound us, but it can also form compassion and vocation.

9 A This question anticipates Israel's later rejection and Moses' eventual God-given role.

10 A Midian becomes formation: the palace-made man must become a wilderness shepherd.
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Further Study and Research Notes
For readers who want to go deeper

These notes are not exhaustive. They are starting points for responsible research and theological
reflection.

Historical and cultural context
• Egypt Exploration Society, Childhood in Ancient Egypt - helpful for elite education, scribal training, and

how childhood varied by social status.
• Australian Museum, Ramses: New Kingdom Egypt society during the Ramesside period - useful for New

Kingdom social structure, religion, scribes, artisans, monuments, Nile, and pharaoh ideology.
• TheTorah.com, What Kind of Construction Did the Israelites Do in Egypt? - helpful for brick quotas, straw,

and the labor context of Exodus 5.
• Center for Online Judaic Studies, Brickmaking without straw, 1250 BCE - includes references to Tomb of

Rekhmire imagery, Papyrus Anastasi IV, and brick quota material.
• Britannica, Per Ramessu - concise background on Per Ramessu/Pi-Ramesses as an ancient capital in the

northeastern Delta.

Biblical and theological study
• Read Exodus 1-5 in one sitting and trace every reference to seeing, knowing, burden, brotherhood, and

speech.
• Compare Moses' rejection in Acts 7:35 with John 1:11 and the rejection of Jesus.
• Study Philippians 2:5-11 alongside Hebrews 11:24-26 and ask how chosen descent functions in biblical

theology.
• For typology, ask: Does the New Testament encourage this pattern? Does the pattern illuminate Christ

without flattening Moses into a mere symbol?

Source-use caution
Some reconstructions - such as exactly which palace Moses lived in, whether he formally attended the kap, or the
precise Egyptian form of his name - are plausible but not provable. Use them as historical windows, not as claims
equal to Scripture.
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Closing Prayer Practice
For those living between two worlds

Lord God, You see the whole map of my life. You see the palace places that trained me and the pit
places that burdened me. You know the worlds I carry inside me, the identities that do not sit neatly
together, and the calling that is not yet fully formed.

Redeem my training. Purify my anger. Slow my timing. Deepen my compassion. Do not let me use
privilege to hide from pain, and do not let pain turn into reckless force. Teach me the courage of
Moses, but also the humility Moses had to learn in Midian.

If I am in-between, meet me there. If I am in Midian, teach me there. If I have run ahead of You,
restore me there. Form in me a life that can say, not in self-confidence but in surrender: Here I am.

Amen.

My prayer response


